
 
USDA Helps Producers Prepare for and 
Recover from Severe Winter Weather 
Winter storms create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for 
agricultural producers, especially for those raising livestock, row crops and vulnerable 
crops like citrus. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer 
losses. As you prepare for the potential impacts of upcoming winter weather, know that 
USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 
For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or 
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to 
report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage 
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a 
Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, 
except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which are especially important to 
livestock, fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers. 
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First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of 
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying 
natural disaster event– like these winter storms – or for loss of grazing acres, feed and 
forage. To participate in LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss by the 
annual program payment application date. The LIP payment application and notice of 
loss deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year and March 3, 2025, for 2024 
program year losses. For ELAP, producers are required to complete and a notice of loss 
to their local FSA office no later than the annual program application deadline of 
January 30 following the program year in which the loss occurred.  

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate 
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This 
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which covers the crop but not the plants 
or trees in all cases. 

For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days of the disaster event 
or the date when the loss of the trees, bushes, or vines is apparent. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating 
cold weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock 
numbers by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to and after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification  

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration 
Program can assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical 
assistance to restore fencing, damaged farmland or forests, and remove snow from 
feed stocks, water supplies, and feeding areas.  

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with 
credit needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs 
like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other 
needs. Additionally, FSA offers several loan servicing options available for borrowers 
who are unable to make scheduled payments on their farm loan programs debt to the 
agency because of reasons beyond their control. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate 
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needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water 
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal 
from natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can 
help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help.  To 
inquire about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9Bc3NldHMvVVNEQS1GU0EtUHVibGljL3VzZGFmaWxlcy9GYWN0U2hlZXRzL25vbmluc3VyZWRfY3JvcF9kaXNhc3Rlcl9hc3Npc3RhbmNlX3Byb2dyYW0tbmFwLWZhY3Rfc2hlZXQucGRmP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0wMTEyZGlzYXN0ZXJhc3Npc3QmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDExMi44ODQ2MDMzMSJ9.tsugxyn_x-Y6gP1A653dQWe0bhBZ0c-yV9Vq1zKpT9w/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9Bc3NldHMvVVNEQS1GU0EtUHVibGljL3VzZGFmaWxlcy9GYWN0U2hlZXRzLzIwMjIvZWxhcF9mYXJtcmFpc2VkZmlzaF9mYWN0c2hlZXQtMjAyMi1maW5hbC5wZGY_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTAxMTJkaXNhc3RlcmFzc2lzdCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTEyLjg4NDYwMzMxIn0.1zOrh572ZvQoSXl9Eh1_zJVcB0UNNGHssheI8nSUOjs/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9Bc3NldHMvVVNEQS1GU0EtUHVibGljL3VzZGFmaWxlcy9GYWN0U2hlZXRzLzIwMjIvZnNhX2xpcF9saXZlc3RvY2tpbWRlbW5pdHlwcm9ncmFtX2ZhY3RzaGVldF8yMDIyLnBkZj91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MDExMmRpc2FzdGVyYXNzaXN0JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTIuODg0NjAzMzEifQ._iokmV9gf1sgoHMRz8BjI70dhkTnCtQg0WfEhrVKgXc/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9Bc3NldHMvVVNEQS1GU0EtUHVibGljL3VzZGFmaWxlcy9GYWN0U2hlZXRzL3RyZWVfYXNzaXN0YW5jZV9wcm9ncmFtLXRhcC1mYWN0X3NoZWV0LnBkZj91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MDExMmRpc2FzdGVyYXNzaXN0JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTIuODg0NjAzMzEifQ.Hdcgp_I-5xvHEQAxy1FZ5TA14iINLiO2v3QRy8ecdQI/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l
http://farmers.gov/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3Byb3RlY3Rpb24tcmVjb3ZlcnkvZGlzYXN0ZXItdG9vbD91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MDExMmRpc2FzdGVyYXNzaXN0JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTIuODg0NjAzMzEifQ.gGUmN5gXQmJTnYvCe3hqw5yJ8wqiBURfOK4aom9xkJY/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3Byb3RlY3Rpb24tcmVjb3ZlcnkvZGlzYXN0ZXItdG9vbD91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MDExMmRpc2FzdGVyYXNzaXN0JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTIuODg0NjAzMzEifQ.gGUmN5gXQmJTnYvCe3hqw5yJ8wqiBURfOK4aom9xkJY/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvMjAyMi0wNy9mYXJtZXJzZ292LWRpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtYnJvY2h1cmUtMDctMjEtMjAyMi5wZGY_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTAxMTJkaXNhc3RlcmFzc2lzdCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTEyLjg4NDYwMzMxIn0.9QeNMwz7cp85hYUzlnf3Qt84LRvqO1970H33IHL3hAQ/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L2xvYW5zL2Zhcm0tbG9hbi1kaXNjb3ZlcnktdG9vbD91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MDExMmRpc2FzdGVyYXNzaXN0JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTIuODg0NjAzMzEifQ.oqMtTJA26VMl5PwXlflWroFGJIb4eAiGBBE69tp5TaM/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3dvcmtpbmctd2l0aC11cy9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0wMTEyZGlzYXN0ZXJhc3Npc3QmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDExMi44ODQ2MDMzMSJ9.CI0jdW6iH67M6LDhePApQv0BrCHdZ4F-rvNU211_8Ik/s/1039080778/br/234966906266-l

